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™ The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 884) for the relief of Johanna A. Stoots, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 


that the bill do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Johanna A. Stoots. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiary of the bill is a 36-year-old native and citizen of the 
Netherlands who last entered the United States as a visitor on March 
14, 1948.- She came to the United States at the invitation of our 
Gold Star Mothers whose sons, while billeted in Miss Stoots’ home in 
the Netherlands, requested her to communicate with their mothers in 
the event they should be killed. In October 1949 she obtained em- 
ployment in the household of an official of the Netherlands Embassy 
and her status was changed to that of an employee of an accredited 
official of a recognized foreign government. 

A letter dated May 29, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 6250, which was a bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same alien, 


reads as follows: 
May 29, 1950. 


Hon. EMANvUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. Curarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 6250) for the relief of Johanna 


A. Stoots, an alien. 





JOHANNA A. STOOTS 


The bill would provide that Johanna A. Stoots shall be considered to have been 
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence on March 14, 
1947. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control 
officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Johanna Aleida Stoots is a native and citizen of the Netherlands, 
having been born in Cuyk, Holland, on March 15, 1915. She entered the United 
States at the port of New York, on March 14, 1948 (the bill erroneously states 
1947), when she was admitted as a temporary visitor under section 3 (2) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924, until September 15, 1948. She was granted an exten- 
sion of her temporary stay until December 13, 1948. On January 19, 1949, she 
was accorded a change in her immigration status from that of a temporary visitor 
to that of an employee of an accredited official of a recognized foreign governmeat 
under section 3 (1) of the Immigration Act of 1924, effective until January 19, 1950. 
It appears that Miss Stoots’ stay in this country since the latte: date has been 
without the authority of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Action 
to require her departure from the United States, however, was ordered held in 
abeyance pending consideration of this bill. 

The files further reflect that Miss Stoots came to this country at the invitation 
of four Gold Star mothers whose sons, while billeted in Miss Stoots’ home in the 
Netherlands, requested her to communicate with their mothers in the event they 
should be killed. Miss Stoots accordingly corresponded with the soldiers’ mothers 
and cared for their graves in Belgium. The record indicates that about December 
1948, Miss Stoots obtained employment in the household of a Chilean Govern- 
ment official, where she remained until September 15, 1949, when her employer 
went abroad. On October 5, 1949, she obtained employment in the household of 
an official of the Netherlands Embassy. She receives $75 a month in addition to 
food, lodging, and medical attention. Individuals interviewed spoke favorably 
of her. 

The quota of the Netherlands, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversub- 
scribed, and immigration visas thereunder are not readily obtainable. The record 
fails, however, to present considerations sufficient to justify the enactment of 
special legislation granting her a preference over other aliens abroad who are 
awaiting an opportunity to come to this country for permanent residence. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Altorne y General. 


Congressman Lansdale G. Sasscer, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and made the following statement in 
support of the bill: 


The purpose of this bill is to give lawful admission for permanent residence to 
Johanna A. Stoots, of Capitol Heights, Md. 

The subject of this bill is in America now on a visitor’s visa which is being con- 
tinued as she is working as a domestic for a member of the staff of the Netherlands 
Embassy. She first came to this country upon the invitation of several Gold Star 
mothers. While American troops were in her town in Holland her mother’s house 
was held open to a number of boys who would stop in for tea and cookies. During 
the course of this a romance started with one of the boys who told her that if she 
did not hear from him within a reasonable time to write to his mother. She did 
not hear and upon writing his mother was advised that he had been killed in action 
and was buried in a cemetery about 30 miles from her home. 

By one mother contacting another the graves of the sons of each of them were 
located and the Stoots girl kept flowers on the graves of these boys by riding 
approximately 30 miles to the cemetery. The friendship continued and she, at 
her expense, came over to visit several of these parents, who paid her way back. 
She later came again to visit them and in order to obtain an extension of her 
visitor’s permit took up the work mentioned above. 

I have seen Miss Stoots several times and know some of the Gold Star mothers 
who are interested in her, and I am personally more impressed with her case 
than any immigration matter I have had in the office. She appears to me to be 
a@ very sincere and worthy Dutch girl. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 884) should be enacted. 
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